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ENTRANCE 

  

  

Prelude         

   

Lighting the Christ Candle                                                                                                                                      

And the city has no need of sun or moon on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its 

lamp is the Lamb. The Nations will walk by its light, and the kings [and rulers] of the 

earth will bring their glory into it. Revelation 21: 23 - 24      

Break forth, O heavenly Light, and reign to the ages of ages. Shine forever and let 

no more greed or hatred near.  For the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is 

the Lamb.                                                                                            

We light the Christ candle this morning celebrating the Christ Child while awaiting 

His triumphant return.   For the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb.  

                 

Opening Carol                                     (BY REQUEST) 

  

Bidding Prayer                                                                                       Rev. Emily Kirby 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                   Rev. Emily Kirby 

  

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

  

*Scripture Reading                                                                        Luke 2: 1 - 20                                                                                   

                                                                                    

Sermon                   “Make Room for Jesus“                      Rev. W. Russell Freeman, Sr. 
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The Presentation of the Toys and Joys 

O Lord, giver of the greatest gift of all. We thank you for the gift of life and salvation 
offered to us beginning with the birth of the Christ child. As we celebrate Christmas we 
give thanks for our many blessings. We thank you that our blessings have exceeded our 
expectation. We thank you Lord that in our abundance we have the great luxury of toys. 
We thank you Lord for the gifts that were not practical and not necessarily useful. We 
thank you for toys that heightened our enjoyment, enlivened our recreation, spirited our 
friendly competition, and perhaps engaged us in feats of daring. We thank you at 
Christmas for the not so subtle lesson of the toys that “whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a child will by no means enter it.”    
(Luke 18: 15 - 17) 
  

The Naming of the Toys and Joys 

  

The Blessing of the Toys and Joys 

  

Loving God, thank you for the toys we have received this Christmas. We ask for 

your blessing upon these toys and our playing with them. May they bring joy to 

us as they bear witness to the great gift offered by you through your Son, our 

Savior – the Christ Child. 

SENDING FORTH 

   

*Affirmation of Faith                              The Nicene Creed                   (See page 4) 

*Gloria Patri           

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

  

*Benediction                                                                              

 

Postlude                     
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“Joy to the World”  vv.1, 2, 3                                          

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive its king; 

let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.  

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground. 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven, 
     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
     and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
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     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory 
     to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
     is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
     for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 


